
 
   

 
 

Press release  

YPOG elects Carola Rathke as new Co-Managing Partner 

Berlin, Hamburg, Cologne February 1, 2024 – YPOG elected Dr. Carola Rathke (53) as Co-Managing 
Partner. She succeeds Dr. Helder Schnittker (53), co-founder of YPOG, who has successfully led the 
firm for the past four years and is now passing on the baton per the usual rota. 

Carola Rathke is an experienced and highly regarded financial services lawyer who joined YPOG 
together with her team in February 2022. She previously worked at Eversheds Sutherland, where she 
developed the Hamburg office and was a member of the German Management Committee. 

Carola Rathke will lead the firm together with transaction lawyer Dr. Benjamin Ullrich (42), who was 
elected co-managing partner last year. With the new tandem Rathke/Ullrich, the partnership aims to 
promote diversity and at the same time transition the firm to the next generation. 

"YPOG never stops, we are continuously evolving. I am very happy that with Carola and Ben we are 
now perfectly positioned to shape the future," comments Helder Schnittker. 

Carola Rathke on her appointment: "We are not a traditional law firm and are characterized by a 
special dynamic and culture. I am delighted to be able to shape the future of YPOG together with Ben 
and a fantastic team." 

Benjamin Ullrich adds: "I am very much looking forward to working with Carola, who will help take 
YPOG to the next level thanks to her management experience in international law firms - we 
complement each other very well in many respects." 

Together with CEO Dr. Hariolf Wenzler and his team, Carola Rathke and Benjamin Ullrich will continue 
to drive the further development of the law firm with a focus on technology. Both will continue to 
predominantly act for their clients – this is part of YPOG's management concept. 

Team 

Dr. Carola Rathke (Financial Services), Partner, Hamburg 
Dr. Benjamin Ullrich (Transactions), Partner, Berlin 
Dr. Helder Schnittker (Funds), Partner, Berlin 
Dr. Hariolf Wenzler, CEO, Hamburg 

About YPOG 

YPOG is a law firm specialized in tax and business law and active in the core fields of Funds, Tax, 
Banking & Finance, and Transactions. The team at YPOG represents a broad client base, which ranges 
from emerging technology companies and family-run SMEs to large corporations, as well as private 
equity and venture capital funds. YPOG is one of the leading advisors for venture capital, private equity, 
and fund structuring in Germany. The firm and its partners have been recognized nationally and 
internationally by JUVE, Best Lawyers, Legal 500, Focus, Chambers and Partners as well as Leaders 
League. Today, YPOG has more than 120 experienced lawyers and tax specialists and a notary in three 
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offices, located in Berlin, Hamburg, and Cologne. 
Further information: http://www.ypog.law and www.linkedin.com/company/ypog.  

Contact: 

Benno Engelmann 
T +49 172 2749 689 | E presse@ypog.law  
Engelmann Advisory 
engelmann-advisory.com  
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